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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
The Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 (as 

amended) – Rule 13(6)  
 

Application by Western Power Distribution (South Wales) plc for an Order 
Granting Development Consent for the Brechfa Forest Connection 
 

Notification of forthcoming hearings 10 and 11 February 2016 
 

On 11 January 2016, as Examining Authority, I notified all interested parties, affected 
persons and registered Statutory Parties of forthcoming hearings. Furthermore, the 
dates of potential hearings were set out in the original examination timetable as sent 

to all parties on 13 October 2015. Both these documents were published on the 
website and highlighted in the website banner. 

 
On 3 February 2016, the Applicant, Western Power Distribution advised the Planning 

Inspectorate that they had been unable to fulfil their duty under rule 13(6) of the 
Infrastructure Planning Examination Procedure Rules (2010) (EPR) in notifying of 
forthcoming hearings. Under that duty, the Applicant should: 

 
(a) post and maintain a notice of the hearing in a conspicuous place or (in the 

case of an application for an order making provision for land-based linear 
works more than 5 kilometres in length) at intervals of not more than 5 
kilometres on, or as close as is reasonably practicable to, the land to which 

the application relates;  
(b) post and maintain a notice of the hearing in one or more places where public 

notices are usually posted in the area to which the proposals contained in 
the application relate; and . 

(c) publish a notice of the hearing by local advertisement in the area in which 

the proposals contained in the application are to have effect 
 

As such, as Examining Authority, I have decided to, under Rule 13(6) of the EPR to 
use my discretion to direct that the Applicant does not need to publish a notice in a 

 
 

3/18 Eagle Wing 

Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol, BS1 6PN 

Customer Services: 

e-mail: 

0303 444 5000 
brechfaconnection@pins.gsi.gov.uk 



 

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk  

local newspaper. However the Examining Authority does request that the Applicant 
comply with Rule 13(6) (a) and (b) that is, post and maintain a notice of the hearing 

in a conspicuous place or (in the case of an application for an order making provision 
for land-based linear works more than 5 kilometres in length) at intervals of not more 
than 5 kilometres on, or as close as is reasonably practicable to, the land to which the 

application relates and post and maintain a notice of the hearing in one or more 
places where public notices are usually posted in the area to which the proposals 

contained in the application relate. 
 
This is not a decision that has been taken lightly and has been made as a result of 

consideration that postponing the hearings would cause potential issues for those 
parties who have already confirmed their attendance and the consequential impacts 

on the examination timetable. This procedural decision does not affect the 
examination timetable in any way and you are not required to respond to it.  

 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact the case team.  
 

Yours faithfully  
 

Martin Broderick  
 
Martin Broderick  
Examining Authority 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

Advice may be given about applying for an order granting development consent or making representations about an 
application (or a proposed application). This communication does not however constitute legal advice upon which you can 
rely and you should obtain your own legal advice and professional advice as required. 
 
A record of the advice which is provided will be recorded on the National Infrastructure Planning website together with the 
name of the person or organisation who asked for the advice. The privacy of any other personal information will be protected 
in accordance with our Information Charter which you should  view before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate. 


